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â€˜If you want to get to grips with any of the [European] languages, Routledgeâ€™s Colloquial series

is the best place you could start.â€™ â€“ Rough Guide to Europe Specially written by experienced

teachers for self-study or class use, the course offers you a step-by-step approach to written and

spoken German. No prior knowledge of the language is required. What makes this new edition of

Colloquial German your best choice in personal language learning?  Interactive â€“ lots of exercises

for regular practice. Clear â€“ concise grammar notes.  Practical â€“ useful vocabulary and

pronunciation guide. Complete â€“ including answer key and reference section.  Whether you're a

business traveller, or about to take up a daring challenge in adventure tourism, you may be studying

to teach or even looking forward to a holiday - if you'd like to get up and running with German this

rewarding course will take you from complete beginner to confidently putting your language skills to

use in a wide range of everyday situations
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DIFFERENT OPINIONSHaving read the unfavourable reviews of ROUTLEDGE COLLOQUIAL on

".COM", I was surprised that most reviews of this course on ".UK" were quite favourable and that

some were even enthusiastic. As I was looking for some simple, low-priced material to follow on the

PIMSLEUR GERMAN series, I eventually decided to try this course and judge for myself.BASIC

OUTLINEThe author of Routledge Colloquial German seems to have deliberately limited the scope

of this course to meet the immediate needs of a traveller. This is a very BASIC introduction to the



German language. Without having actually counted all of the words, not all of which are listed in the

glossary, I estimate the vocabulary at roughly 900 words. The course opens with a description of

German pronunciation and follows with the usual-for-a-self-study-language-courses short dialogues

that a traveller might encounter. The central character in the dialogues meets a fellow traveller in

Berlin, they strike up a conversation, agree to see the sights together and discuss their respective

professional and family situations. End of story. While direct translations of the dialogues are not

provided, by using the accompanying notes, the user can work out the meaning of the dialogues on

his/her own. Grammar is sufficiently-well explained. There are numerous written exercises.

However, since there are only 2 CDs to accompany this course, the audio tracks are devoted mostly

to the dialogues and there are not many recorded exercises. I would have appreciated additional

audio (see my suggestions below).EVALUATION: QUITE GOOD ... FOR A TRAVELLERBased on a

vocabulary of only around 900 words, I found the dialogues very well written.
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